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''.A LITTLE OLD MAN" (continued) 
come to take you to town and to help 
you be happy and normal." "I don't 
want to be happy and normal," said 
the little old man. "Please, can't I just 
stay where I am?" But the people 
said, "No," and they carried him back 
and they taught him to act like a little 
old man. 
His dawdling dwindled and so did 
he. He didn't play with the porcu-
pines or talk to the deer anymore. He 
acted proper and did not misbehave 
and he was soon called a "little old 
man." Just an average little old man. 
He wasn't a "little old man who lived 
in a tree who liked to play with bees 
and skunks and porcupines and 
other things that little old men don't 
usually like to play with" anymore. He 
was just a little old man. □
Lights and Shadows 1984 - 33 
